
Latest Alerts

For SHREWSBURY
Suspected Bogus Officials

Between 9-9.30am Tues 17 March, two males in high visibility yellow jackets and using a
white van called at a house in Mount Pleasant Roadclaiming to be from Severn Trent. They
said a drainage fault had been reported and that they needed to check drains. The
householder checked with Severn Trent and was told that they had no employees in the
area at the time and advised contacting the police. The callers were refused entry to the
property. They returned to their van and left, apparently in a hurry. Local police were
alerted and a report sent to Neighbourhood Watch members via Dotmailer. (If you have any
information relevant to this incident to report, please contact 101 and quote OIS incident
reference number 0141s 170315)

Please remind neighbours and friends never to admit doorstep callers who arrive
unannounced, without first demanding proof of their identity and checking with the utility
or service that the callers are genuine and authorised officials.

Theft of a Motor Vehicle.
Overnight between Mon/Tues 16-17 March, a black Longjia moped was stolen from a porch
in Preston Street. (OIS incident ref 0109s 170315)

Thefts from Motor Vehicles.
Overnight between 10pm/5.30am Mon/Tues 16-17 March, a catalytic converter was taken
from a vehicle in a driveway in Monkmoor Road. (OIS ref: 0078s 170315)

Around 6.55pm on Mon 16 March, a male was seen entering a car in Meole Crescent, Meole
Village, and taking an Ipod. The offender, described as short and wearing a baseball cap and
a blue bomber jacket, ran off into an alleyway. (OIS incident ref 0558s 160315).

Arrests Follow a Robbery.
Two persons were arrested on suspicion of robbery after an incident in Castle Foregate at
4.45pm on Mon 16 March. (OIS ref 0480s 160315).

Burglary.
Between 8am-8pm on Mon 16 March, a house in Childs Ercall, near the junction of Village
Road and the road to Eaton on Tern, was broken into. Cash was targeted. (OIS ref: 0644s
160315)

Theft of a Motor Vehicle.
Between 6pm-10pm on Sun 15 March, a silver Honda was stolen from a staff car park at The
Hippodrome, Cheshire Street, Market Drayton. (OIS incident ref: 0043s 160315)



Latest Scams

Bank Charges Repayment Scam
A local member in Woore has received a telephone call purporting to have a cheque relating
to “Overpaid Bank Charges”, it was clear the caller wanted the bank account details of the
member who asked them “who they were?” upon which the caller put the phone down.

Please remember never give your bank account details to anyone
ever!!

If you receive any scam calls or approaches notify Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or visit the
web site www.actionfraud.police.uk

Beware of the Pension Sharks
Promised pension freedoms herald a bright new dawn for millions of savers. Unfortunately,
it'll also act as a clarion call for crooks to target millions of pounds about to be unlocked by
the trusting and the unwary. The danger lies in scammers' ability to con tact you personally
by phone, text or email – and their persistence to wear you down.
Their first approach is usually the most enticing. A text might typically offer a 'free pension
review', 'one-off investment opportunity' or promise of 'upfront cash'.
But the minute you respond to the cold caller, they'll begin to crank up the pressure. Their
prize is your pension pot - and they need you to agree to sign a funds transfer form to get
their hands on it. So the promises will come thick and fast. They might suggest Juicy returns
of 8 per cent or more; talk authoritatively about locking away cash in overseas Investments;
dangle cashback payments.
To soothe fears, they may also claim to be Government adviser or say. They've been
endorsed by officials and while there will be talk of you, at 55, having plenty of time to lock
your money away-there won't be mention of the imminent tax bill you'll need to pay. The
fee they'll charge - perhaps as high as 30 per cent - will also be glossed over.
It might take a dozen or so emails and phone calls - or even ten times that - but once you're
hooked, they'll then push you to sign a transfer form as soon as possible.
This may be sent to you by email as a form to fill in online or even couriered over to your
front door. You’ll be convinced it’s a simple final matter of filling in the details of your
existing pension scheme – usually its name and number. Legally, your original pension
provider - usually an Insurer - can only agree to transfer the money on the condition it will
go straight to another registered pension plan. However, the scammers - acting as the
broker-do no such thing. They'll take the money and then release only a chunk of it to you
as a loan or cash sum. And once your funds are released from your Insurer and into a new
account - often overseas and outside UK jurisdiction or the arm of the regulator - then your
chances of ever seeing the cash again will vanish.

You may find the scammer picks up the phone the first time you call to check up on your
investment - but they won't be there the next time. As well as the hefty fee, HMRC will then
slap you with a tax charge of up to 55 per cent because you've taken out an 'unauthorised

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/


payment' from your pension. Always check the credentials of the company and any advisers,
who should be registered with the Financial Conduct Authority at fca.org.uk. lf you think a
company is trying to get you to liberate your pension, report the company to Action Fraud
or call it on 0300 123 2040.It can prosecute companies found breaking the law.
Extracted from the Daily Mail 17th March 2015

Medals stolen in burglary in Whitchurch, Shropshire
Police in Shropshire are investigating a burglary in which four war medals were stolen.

The burglary occurred in Whitchurch between 19.00hrs on Monday February 23 and
18.15hrs on Friday, February 27.

Stolen were a World War One German Iron Cross medal; a World War Two Russian Front
medal (German); a reproduction World War Two Iron Cross medal; a World War One
general British service medal inscribed with the name Frank Evans; and a black Minolta or
Canon SLR camera, believed to be about 20 years old.

The inscribed medal is of particular sentimental value to the family.

Anyone who is aware of any of this property being offered for sale, or who has any
information which would be of interest to officers investigating this burglary, is asked to
contact PC Stephen Hall at West Mercia Police on 101, extension 66698.

Phone Scam Fraudsters Tell Victims To Transfer Money To Bank Accounts
Police are urging people in Worcester to continue to be vigilant, following a further spate of
phone scams.

In recent weeks, West Mercia Police have run awareness campaigns encouraging people to
be aware of a courier fraud scam, in which scammers call landlines to pretend that they are
from police, stating that the cards have been used fraudulently. They will then ask their
victims to call their bank to cancel their cards, but will in fact remain on the line in order to
obtain bank details.

In the past the offenders have been known to send couriers out to collect bank cards, but
recently the scammers have asked victims to transfer the money to a ‘secure police
account’.

Five incidents were reported in Worcester over the past two days, including one occasion
where an elderly lady was pressured into transferring £9000 to a bank account. The
scammers had convinced her to transfer the money by stating it would assist with the
investigation. They also told her, not to tell the bank about the call, and if asked to state that
they money was to buy a car.

Fortunately on the other occasions the victims did not transfer any money.

Superintendent Kevin Purcell said “Please remember that this is a scam and police will never
ask you to transfer money to a bank account. If you receive a call like this, hang up



immediately and call 101 using another phone. In an emergency or if a crime is in progress
call 999.

Please make sure that your friends and family are aware, particularly those who may be
elderly or vulnerable. The more people we can make aware of this scam, the less chance
they have of being targeted by these criminals.”

Issued: 2.30pm, Thursday 19th March 2015


