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Online Shoppers Urged To Be Cyber Smart This Christmas As Police Launch Awareness-Raising Campaign. 
This month around 50 per cent of UK citizens are expected to use the internet to buy more than half of their 
Christmas presents, and so far this year 74 per cent of adults nationwide have bought goods or services 
online. 
 
Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police are launching the #Be Cyber Smart campaign to raise awareness 
of internet-related crime and to give people the knowledge they need to protect themselves. The first phase 
focuses on online shopping; urging people to carry out a few simple safety checks before parting with their 
hard-earned cash. “Updating software and anti-virus systems can prevent people falling victim. It is really 
important to have the latest security software installed on computers. I would also urge people to apply the 
same logic when they are using the internet as they would do in the real world. If something seems too good 
to be true, it probably is.” 
 

For the launch of the #Be Cyber Smart campaign Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police have joined 
forces with Get Safe Online to encourage people to follow Get Safe On line’s ‘12 Online Safety Tips of 
Christmas’. 
 
Appeal for Information after High Value Items Stolen Near Market Drayton 
Police are appealing for information after high value historical items were stolen in a burglary in Peplow, 
near Market Drayton. The incident happened at around 8pm on Wednesday 19th November, when 
offenders forced entry to the property and stole a number of belongings including a carriage clock and two 
statues, all collectively worth thousands of pounds. 
 
The belongings are also of a great historical importance and police are eager to reunite the items with their 
owners. Police would like to hear from anyone who has information on this burglary, whether that is seeing 
suspicious activity in the area at the time or any high value historical items being sold nearby. 
 
Call 101, quoting incident 602S of Wednesday 19 November. Alternatively, the independent charity, 
Crimestoppers, can be contacted anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

North Shropshire Section Date: December 2014 
If you have any information to report please contact your  LOCAL Policing team  
on 101 or call CRIMESTOPPERS ON 0800 555 111 
101 should be used to report 
less urgent crime or disorder 
and for general police enquiries.  

. if your car has been stolen.       . if your property has been damaged.  

. when you suspect drug use or dealing.        . to report a minor traffic collision. 

. to give the police information about crime in your area. 

999 should still be used in an 
emergency, where: 

. there is danger to life or risk of injury. 

. a crime is in progress and the offender is still at the scene or has only just left. 

. immediate police attendance is necessary such as  when a crime is obviously 
about 

To speak to a specific person or 
department within West Mercia 
Police, please call the general 
switchboard 0300 333 3000. 

Useful information: The 101 service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Your call will be answered by a police operator. Calls to 101 from landlines and 
mobile networks cost 15 pence per call, no matter what time of day and how long 
you are on the phone. 

 Remember if you have cause to report an incident to the Police 
also notify your scheme co-ordinator. 

If you are deaf, hard of hearing or speech 
impaired, you can textphone 18001 101. 

Membership renewal is now due, if you have not yet returned a membership 
renewal form (with payment) please do so now. 

Membership closes December 31st 2014. 
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The 12 Online Safety Tips Of Christmas – from Get Safe Online 
1. Don’t Transfer Money 

Always pay for items you buy online by card on a secure payment page, by cheque or by cash, in person. 
However desperate you are to secure an item, never transfer money into the seller’s account, as you may 
never see the goods or your money ever again. 
 

2. Check that Payment Pages are Secure 
Before you enter your card details on a payment page, make sure it is secure by checking that the address 
starts with ‘https’ (the‘s’ stands for ‘secure’) and there’s a padlock or unbroken key symbol in the browser 
window. 
 

3. Use a Credit Card 
Still talking about payments, remember that you have more chance of getting your money back in the event 
of problems if you pay by credit card rather than debit card. Some sellers may charge a premium, but it 
could well be worth the extra for your peace of mind. 
 

4. Use Auction Sites Safely 
At Christmas time many of us buy from online auction sites. Always use trusted and well-known payment 
methods instead of paying sellers directly. Read the site and seller’s conditions. And for your personal safety 
if you’re collecting in person, take someone with you or let people know where you’re going. 
 
 

5. Check Out Bargains With Care 
If you find or are emailed about an item that seems just too much of a bargain, it could be a scam, fake 
goods or it doesn’t match the description. Remember, if it seems too good to be true, it probably is. 
 

6. Use Social Networks Safely 
Social networks are a popular medium for scams – and are becoming increasingly so. If you see a post 
promising something free of charge, free entry to a Christmas competition with a fantastic prize or perhaps 
an offer that seems just too good to be true, consider very carefully before following it up. 
 

7. Use Email Safely 
An email urging you to click on a link to reveal a special offer, to open an attachment containing some great 
news, or to “confirm details” or “reset your account”, could well be a scam, even if it appears to come from 
a reputable source. If in doubt, delete the email and don’t respond to or forward it. 
 

8. Look After That New Smartphone or Tablet 
If you’re buying or get bought a new smartphone or tablet, protect it by downloading a reputable internet 
security app, and make sure it’s safeguarded with a PIN. Install parental control software on kids’ mobile 
devices, and chat to them about how to use the internet safely. 
 

9. Remember To Log Out 
When you’ve finished your online shopping or banking session, always log out of the website or app… it only 
takes a second. Sometimes, just closing the window doesn’t mean you’ve logged out, and someone else 
could gain access to your account and personal details. Don’t forget to check and save purchase 
confirmation emails. 
 

10. Make Sure Wi-Fi Is Secure 
At home or other premises you know, make sure the Wi-Fi is secured. When you’re out and about – in the 
café, the pub or a hotel for example – you can’t guarantee it’s secured even if you have to enter a code. 
When you’re shopping, banking or making other online payments, it’s better to connect with 3G or 4G, even 
if it’s slower. 
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11. Beware of Scam Phone Calls 
If someone posing as a retailer calls you to confirm an online purchase, it could well be a scam. The idea is 
that you won’t remember the purchase, and call your bank. However, the fraudster stays on the line, and 
tricks you into revealing your financial details. If this happens, hang up, don’t call back, but report it to Action 
Fraud. 
 

12. Check Bank Statements 
Check your bank and credit card accounts regularly for irregular or unauthorised transactions. If you spot any 
entries you don’t recognise, contact your bank without delay. Make sure your bank has your up-to-date 
contact details so they can alert you if they spot anything unusual. 
 
The #Be Cyber Smart campaign will address other areas of cyber-crime and behaviour, such as romance 
fraud and identity theft, in coming months. Keep an eye out for the #becybersmart hashtag on Twitter. 
 
For more information about staying safe online and the scams to look out for go to www.getsafeonline.org 
and www.cyberstreetwise.com. If you think you have been a victim of fraud report it to Action Fraud, the 
UK’s national fraud reporting centre, by calling 0300 123 20 40 or by visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk 
 
*From November 1, 2013, until February 28, 2014, there were 104 reports of online shopping and auction 
fraud in Warwickshire, with victims losing a total of £97,026.39, according to figures from National Fraud 
Intelligence Bureau (NFIB), a part of City of London Police. 
 
*NFIB figures show that from November 1, 2013, until February 28, 2014, in West Mercia, there were 279 
reports of online shopping and auction fraud, with the amount lost adding up £191,102.62 
 
*NFIB figures indicate that in Warwickshire more than £100,000 was lost due to cyber-crime in December 
2013 and in West Mercia, more than £270,000. 
 

WHEN OUT SHOPPING 

 Never leave gifts on display in your car 

 Try and do all your shopping in one go 

 Be aware of your surroundings when you return to your car or home. 

 If you must leave items in the car, hide them, in the boot or the glove box 

 Fit an approved alarm to your car 

 Look for a ‘Park Mark’ logo for a safer place to park. 
 

KEEP IT SAFE   KEEP IT LOCKED  KEEP IT HIDDEN 
 
AT HOME 

 Try and place your Christmas tree out of sight of street fronted windows 

 Don't display gifts under the Christmas tree until the last possible moment. 

 Where possible, leave the buying of expensive gifts i.e. TV's, Computers, IPODs, to the last 
moment. 

 When out celebrating the festive season, use timer switches for lights and radios to give the 
impression someone is still at home. (Remember to close your curtains) 

 Property mark all of your new electrical and valuable gifts, 

 When Christmas is all over don't leave the boxes to your valuable gifts out by the rubbish bin, 
Take them directly to your local household recycling centre. You don’t want everyone to 
know what you have had for Christmas. 

 Do not store Christmas presents in outside wooden sheds 
 

http://www.cyberstreetwise.com/
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The following item is provided by West Mercia Police for information only 
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Local theft from vehicles 
During the early evening of Saturday 30th November two vehicles parked on street in the new development 
at Pipe Gate (Priory Gardens) had items taken from the vehicles (i.e.) laptops, projector, wallet etc. It is 
probable both vehicles were unlocked at the time. 
  
Members should be aware that opportunist criminals are operating in the area and should take extreme care 
to ensure items are not left on display inside and vehicles are kept locked at all times. 
 
Serious Crimes in your Area. 
Burglary - A hot-spot of crimes in the Market Drayton area, with a few more reported in the rural areas of 
Oswestry and Whitchurch. 
 

Sheds and Garages break-ins, we have had a spate of this crime in the Prees/Higher Heath area. 
 

Theft Metal - thefts have been reported in the Whixall/Oswestry area. Property thefts in Oswestry and 
Market Drayton. 
 

Shoplifting Cases reported from all the major towns in the area, so please keep an eye out for anything 
suspicious but only report to management of the establishment. 
 

Robbery Two cases reported one each in Oswestry and Wem. 
 
Burglaries of Premises Other Than Dwellings 
Sun/Mon 30 Nov-1 Dec, hotel grounds at Hawkstone Park were broken into. Hand and power tools, a 42 inch 
JVC TV and a Barnett’s crossbow were stolen from the Follies Caves. A white Renault Kangoo van was seen in 
the vicinity around the time of the incident.  
 

Between 24-27 Nov, farm outbuildings at a vacant property in Whixall were broken into. A loader bucket and 
a Sitrex lawn mower were taken. (OIS ref: 0381s 281114) 
 
Between 8pm Fri/9am Sat 28-29 Nov, a detached garage in Church Road, Tilstock, was broken into and two 
mountain bikes taken. (OIS ref 0219s 291114)  
 
A detached garage in Prees Heath was broken into overnight Sun/Mon 30 Nov-1 Dec and a double axle, 
6’x10’ Ifor Williams trailer and diesel were stolen. (OIS ref 0091s 011214). 
 
Sheds in Raven Court, Stafford Street, Market Drayton, were raided overnight Tues/Wed and Wed/Thurs “4-
27 Nov. (OIS ref 0287s 271114)  
 
Police Appeal after 14-Year-Old Girl Approached By Man in Oswestry 
Police are appealing for information and urging the public to be vigilant after a 14-year-old girl was 
approached by a man in Oswestry. The incident happened on Wednesday 5 November at around 7.40pm on 
Roft Street.  
 
The victim, a 14-year-old girl, was walking along Roft Street towards the Victoria Road junction when she 
was approached by a man from behind, who attempted to abduct her. The victim retaliated and ran home 
without seeing the man again. He is described as white, in his 20s, black straight hair with a fringe. He was 
wearing a hooded long dark coat with buttons across the front and a bandana or scarf across his nose and 
mouth. 
 
Sgt Scott Barnes, the investigating officer, said: “I would like to reassure the local community that we are 
patrolling the area. Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious activity to police. If you saw a man of 
this description in the area at the time, contact police on 101 quoting incident 639S of Wednesday 5 
November.’’ 
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Police Appeal Following Incident Involving Schoolgirl in Whitchurch, Shropshire 
West Mercia Police are appealing for witnesses after an 11-year-old girl was grabbed by a man in 
Whitchurch yesterday (Thursday 13th November 2014). The schoolgirl was walking home along the cycle 
path between the rugby club and Edgeley Road towards the park on   
 
Wayland Road between 3pm and 3.30pm yesterday, a man grabbed her arm. Thankfully the girl managed to 
get away and raised the alarm with a responsible adult who brought the incident to our attention. The 
suspect is described as a white man of slim build in his early 20’s, with a thin line of facial hair running from 
his bottom lip to his chin. He was wearing an over-sized light grey hooded top and was carrying a black JD 
sports bag. Investigations are currently ongoing into whether the incident is linked to a previous incident 
that took place in Park Road, Whitchurch on 30th August 2014.  
 
Detective Inspector Teresa McKenna of Shropshire CID said today: "Thankfully the girl was not harmed but 
understandably shaken up by the ordeal. It is not yet known what the man’s motives were and we are 
currently treating it as a suspicious incident. Naturally we want to hear from anyone who may recognise the 
description of the man or may have seen him about the area.” Information can be given to West Mercia 
Police by calling 101, quoting incident number 423s of 13th November. You can also give information 
without giving your name by calling the charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or by visiting their website 
www.crimestoppers.org.uk 
 
"Incidents such as this are thoroughly investigated by West Mercia Police and we want to stress that 
incidents of this type are extremely rare,” added Inspector McKenna. “We also want to continue to 
encourage parents to talk to their children about the Stranger Danger message.” 
 
Here are some key safety tips on remaining safe when travelling to and from school: 

 If possible travel with a friend - a group is even better. 
 Stay alert - keep an eye on everything that is happening around and in front of you. 
 Keep both hands free and don't weigh yourself down with lots of heavy bags - you need to be able 

to move easily. 
 Trust your instincts - if you have a 'funny feeling' about someone or something, don't ignore it, act 

on it straight away. 
 Take the route you know best and stick to well-lit, busy streets. 
 Avoid danger spots like subways, badly lit areas or anywhere where you do not have well all round 

vision. 
 Walk in the middle of the pavement, facing oncoming traffic. 
 Think about your route home. Where would be a safe place to go if something went wrong? Safe 

places might be busy places like shops or garages, friends' houses or a police station. 
 Have your keys ready so that you can get into your home quickly. 

 
Alternatively, information can be given to Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
 

 
Information provided by West Mercia Police 

Compiled & distributed by Chris Jeffries – Woore Neighbourhood Watch 
Tel: 01630 647009                              e-mail woorenw@live.co.uk 

 
 

Merry Christmas & A Safe New Year 
from 

Neighbourhood Watch 

mailto:woorenw@live.co.uk


01.01.2015 until 31.12.2016 

Woore Scheme  
Membership application form for 

existing and new members 
1. Personal Details: 

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address:  
 
                                 Post Code: 

Tel: 
 
E-mail:  
This will allow you to receive crime alerts quickly and help reduce postage costs 
      

2. Please tick this box □ if you are willing to pass on essential 

crime alerts and monthly newsletters to a few  near neighbour 
members who are not on e-mail 

3. Members Authorisation: 
I give North Shropshire Neighbourhood & Farm Watch Association 
[hereinafter referred to as the Association] the authority to place my details 
on a computerised database. 
I understand that my details may be supplied to a third party but only in 
accordance with the Associations Personal Data Handling Statement (printed 
on attached letter) which I have read. 
 

Signed: 
                                  

                                                        Date: 
 

Return to Woore Neighbourhood Watch, Creamery House, 
Pipe Gate. TF9 4HX with £6 fee for two years 

(commencing 1st January 2015)  
before December 31st 2014 cheques made payable to  

Woore Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Please note: sections 1 & 3 must be completed 
 

11 December 2014 


